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THE 


INTEREST 


OF THE 


THREE KINGDOMS, 


With reſpe&t wo the Buſinchs of the 


Black Gor, Af. 
S1h 

T is not the particular Caſe 
ar but of a _— A Woke 
Rs to be mis-led, and intoxicated, 
—_ of a Free &fate, into a 
n—_—_ Mar ye om ey ue mn 
z never diſtinguiſhing betwixt the Form and 
of 6 Gr the miſtake whereof (cach for the 
other) has prov'd ſofual i this Age nor calling tomind 
that it was the aye —_ that ſured of 

Kinely Regiment, a pdas impaticntly a Nove 
= cy che bon —_—_ to loſe the 1; of 2 
= ; Dont ae in perſute of the Shedow. Nay, and too 
many (ellove motile) there are alſo, that, ſacrificing 
eliccatiderations of Confeience and Religion to their Aam- 
oz Iarereſt, do labour with all the Vigour and Artifice 
imaginable, to create in the A/w/fitnde a loathing of their 
Manns, and a freſh longing for their late egypt i- 
an Zecks and Gerlick. So that you are not to look upon 
my Endeayours A CW as to this Point, to 4 
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be the pure EffeQs of my Compliance with your Deſires: 


for the ſatisfaQion of your; reena, but rather of a pref 
ſing and indiſpenſable Davy. Wo 

Neither .yout end, nor any otlfer Republica will, 
I preſume; maintain that a Free £ftate (as they, cail it) is 
not ſubje& to any Violations ; becauſe woful Experience 
will confute, and force them to confeſs either that a Com- 
monpea/th.may, Negencrate ; Or, atleaſt, that the ſo much 
.cry'd.tup Model of the Zare times was no Communnealth : 
And they muſt not only renounce their Sexſes, but even 
the Faith of Story alfo, which ſufficiently proves that Re- 
publicks haye been ſometimes invaded with. ſurpations ; 
[ometimes debaych'd and embas'd'with Ohgarchy ; moſtly 
(by reaſoh of their Weakneſs and Diviſions) [ubdu4 or 
Compell'd to truckle under their \Veighbouring Princes ; 
but a/ways tormented with Fat#ion and Convulſions. Nor 
.in- truth, has that Party as yet been able to produce any 
Arguments but ſuch, as in efftet, beg the Queſtion ; by 

\preſuppoling-great Umiry in the Coalition, great Probity in 
'the /ntention, and great Purity in the Exerciſe ; which be- 
ing admitted , we ſhould fo little need to differ about 
Forms, that perhaps we ſhould ſcarce need any. Govern- 
ment at all, 

As for-my ſelf, Sir, IT ever abhorred Bloodſhed, and do 
deem one Party in all /Yars guilty of Murther; a Crime 
which as it cryes High for Yengeance, fo ought it to cry 
Lowd tor Unity and Moderation; into which bleſſed Path 
may 7h ballance us, that we be not again Balctted into 
a Field of Blocd : I plead for Ziberty; not the Vame, but 


the 7hing , anddeſign notto afſert:7Zyranxy, but Kine ſhip. 


(as it relates to the /.aws of the Z124) to whoſe protection 
Iam entitled by my ZFirth, for the prefervationof my 
Freedom in Perſon and Eſtate 3. and that with more aſfſu- 
Trance, than poffibly can be ſecur'd under the Government 
of Many, who {cruple not commonly.to term thar Fnſtice 
(and without Remedy too) which is down rizhe Fadtion. 
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9. that with theſe thoughts about me 1 ſhall readily ac; 
knowledge (you may imagine) that every Mona#chy it ſel 
is but as £arthen Mare, (though of the fineſt and ffrongeſt 
Sort) and liable to'fundry Contingences ; nothing under the 
Heavens being completely Perf###. In the Conſtitution of 
Governments, "tis childiſh to think upon ereQiing of Babels 

ainſt 4 Deluge; but the Dtſj5» muſt be to embank againſt 
Df, os, and encloſe the beſt that may be againſt 77e/paſſers. 
This RY I ſhall ed to handle the Mar- 
ter in queition,. not /etaphyſically, in Notions abſtracted 
-from their SabjeFs (a Paſtime which our Platonicks much 
delight in) but orally and Reaſonably ; and enforce ſuch 
* Arguments. only. as are plain, ſenſible, and 1ppropriate' to 
'our own Conntrey ;' [eaving the Votronal to our, Bdok-men, 
"whoſe Yolumes, calculated for al Climates, ſwell big a- 
gainſt the Fvi/s of the Ruleof MANY, or Democracy. 


Neither ſhall preſume to infiſt upon any ſuch inſiperable 


difficulties, as are of a quality roo high for a pivate Ben 
to meddle with, muſt necefarily obviate the eſtabliſhing 
of a [= ror Platform amongſt us ; but lay before you Mm 
the Firſt place, the preſent State of the Nation,ſo Far forth 
only as may carry any immediate Relation to the SubjetF ; 
'and then draw all to an Application. 


d 2. THIS Tland, now, is a large Continent, abun-- 
dantly populous; and govern'd ( 1 may ſay) by the Su- 
bordinate Influence of the /Vobility and Gentry ; who live 
plentifully, and at eaſe upon their Rents, exrrafted fron 


the Toyle of their 7enants and Servants ; every one of 


of them. Ang the Prince within the Bounds of his6wn 
Eftate, where he is in a manner Abſolnte. His Servants 
and ' Zabourers areas ”aſſals, his Tenants indeed are- Free, 


* bur yet in the Nature of Subjeffs; whom he orders in 


ths Coarts, draws Supplys from by his Fines, and Awes 
by his Power and Oaths of Fea/ty, to great Submilſions. 
The more his Mamors are, andthe more indulgently He 

behaves 


[_ 6-] 

'behaves himſelf / like a good Prince ) the larger is his 
Territory, and the more awful are his Commands. A Rich 
and Potext Neighbour gives Check to an /nferiour ; He 
again being over-ruled by one that is more conſiderable. 
than himſelf. Burt yet none of rhele, with reſpe& to bis 
Quality and Eſtate, will admit of a Parity with a meaner 
Neighbour, much le with his Tenant or Dependent. 

Iato the Rank of Gentry do our Officers , Cxizens, and 
Burghers aſpire to be enroll'd : So that no ſooner by 4rms, 
Office, ar 7rade, do they acquire a competent Sock, but 
forthwith for Zazd it is diſposd ; and then, diſowniog 
the Title of Saldiers, Citizens, or Burghers, they take to 
themſelves the Degree and Name of Gentlemen , with 
Arms got improper ; for England within it ſelf, has bee 
{o aften ſhuffled from High to Zow, that there is ſcarce 
any -tificer but may find his Name in the Hera/ds-Book, 

not his Pedigree, which /ngenuity yet and Good 
Will may eaſily fupply z and ores. by: 1 with a 7+ 
th and Efate, they ſet up ſuitably the Dominion within 
cheir 7erritories, which none do diſpute, as having no 
right to incermedidle with what a man has or des within 
hunſfelf: For by Gentry I underſtand not ſuch only as are 
ſo in Blood, but in Quality alſo, ſuch as live eaſily and like 
Princes, upon the urs of their Aur ou 6 1 

Out of This Order are uſually iruted our Sheriff5, 
Fuſtices of the Peace &c. By the countenance of which 
Authorities they {o order all Zle#ions to Parliament, or 
otherwiſe, that the Countys Commonly follow their re- 
{peQtive Fattions, and the Commonalty in their otes are 

'd by 7hem, as a Horle by his Rider. Now as 
the forarian or /ntereſt of Zand, is principally in theſe 
Two Ranks; Soallo ts the Conſequence thereof, Power 
and Command ; which emboldens them ta fuch a Height 
of Spirit ( natural toour any ro Gentry ) that they 
are too apt to undervalue Perlons of Inferiour Condi- 
wan, [ Burgeſſes and Aﬀechanicks, } with whom to Iwer- 


marry 
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marry, by our Old Zaw was a Diſparagement for a Ward; 
and this Spirit of Gereroſity is-not to be: fuppreſt, fo- ri- 
veted is it 1n their Vatures, but by the Eradication of their 
Qualities atleaſt, if not their Perſons. nil; 136 

And indeed the eſtabliſhing of a Free: Ffate ( (6 
call'd ) were otherwiſe -Deſperate and Zmpraiticable , 
( which the prevailing Mecanicks among; the Swiſſes, 


| , ſoonfound tobe true) It being of the very ſence of a 


Commuon-wealth,to reduce all Degrees to a Paruy. For as 
Titles and Honowrs are incident to Aine-ſbip4 loallo are 
Equality of Place, and Birth, to Democracy ; unleſs where, 
in caſe of Office, for the 7:me only, they are entitled to 
a Precedency. Reduced you muſt be, Sir, to the Condition 
of the Yulgar; for though you arealready ftiled Common: 
ers, yet that is only a Fallacy of the Vame, and deludes 
our Statiſts, you being ſuch, no-otherwile than Repre/en- 
tatively, and rather the managersof the Peoples pwr/e, than 
purely Commons. Neither;yert would the bare procuring 
obſuch a Parity be {ufficient to do your #riend's Bulinels ; 
unleſs he could alſo get a Supreme Power eſtabliſh'd in ſome 
ſuch Body Corporate,Compatted and Permanent, as,by re- 
ducing of divers meet Cities, Forts, and Caſtles, under its 
Command as the Head Colony, might give Law to the 
ſeveral Countries,and mould them into aVaſlalage compe- 
tent to make up a free Eſtate : But this -you know is as 
well impious, as upon ten thouſand accounts impoſſible 
to be effefted. Nay,and though this point were alſo ob- 
tainable,yet would not our /Vob:lity and Gentry have either 
the Honoar of the Vame,or Benefit of the Thing ; nor would - 
it be inſtiled the Common-wea!th of England,but of that par- 
ticular place that ſhould ſo uſurpupon the reſt of the Vz:- 
zion; and then too our pay mult be as zhey impoſe,our Ziber- 

ty as they vouchſate it, 'and we ſubjeCt to our interiors, 
Nor is this Diſcourle to be lookt upon-as meer Dro/- 
lery ; for from This Embrio have iſſued thole Common- 
wealths which are ſo fam'd in \'otion; as Rome, Carthage, 
B AMAiheas, 
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Athens , Lacedemon , Corinth, Thebes, &c. Great Ch 
ties. of that Name, which; having ſubdu'd the adjacent 
Zerritories, denominated the Dominion; wherein only 
thoſe of the Freedom { Citizens and Denizens) had Yote 
or Power ,, the' Vobles and: Gentlemen being purely 7ri- 
butary to the Chief City ; unleſs they nected them- 
ſelves, renounc'd their C:ties, and fo, by degrees,advanc'd 
into the Honour of a Burgeſs ; as we now do exerciſe our 
Funioy iflue. . And little di are at this day the ce- 
lebrated Commun-wealths of Penice, the United Provinces, 
the Sviſſesz not'to inſtance in thoſe Perry States of Ge- 
20ua, Raguſa, Geneva, &c. All of them moſtly denomi- 
nated from thoſe Principal Cities, which give Law to the 
adjacent Provinces. Thole indeed of. the Ho//anders and 
Svitzers, tho' they derive not,ſo direQly, their 7:zle from 
One City, yet are they (in Subſtance ). of the fame Com- 
poſure ; being only an United Body of Corporated Cizies, 
combin'd in One, for Mutual Defence againſt pvaders, 
but of an equa/ Power to impoſe upon the Neighbouring 
Territories, fiituate under the aw of each reſpe&ive Ci. 

,or 7own-Garriſon. It falls notwithin my Memory, that 
ever was, or at This Day 1s, a Free-Z#fate in the 
whole World,that's manag'd by the Gezery Inhabiring at 
targe, or by any People not combin'd within the Ariſe 
diftion of- their Walls ; except the Grifozs ; who are a 
ſcatter'd People of a mean Quality, having long ſince diſ- 
own'd their Gentry ; and are without /Yalled 7owns or 
Garriſen;whoſe Confuſions make them eafie for Conqueſt, 
were their Country worth it, and not ſecur'd by the U- 
nited Cantons. 

But to apply the Premiſes, can your Friend, or any 0- 
ther Man of the ſame S$:amp imagine, that our Nob:lity 
and Gentry ( as now in. Power ) will ever be- induc'd: 
to admit a Parity; will level their Degree and: Domina- 
tion to a Proportion with their Coppy-ho/ders ? Nay, will 
renounce the wearing of a Sword, and learn to make mo 
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Will ſubmit to become 7ribatary to the NVerohbour-Co: 
lony? If this can be brought about ;- then perhaps ( and 
not till then ) may we again hope ito aſpire trom our 
preſeat Glorious State ot King-ſbip, to a Free-ſtate in 
Clown-ſbip , or at leaſt, from the Free-giwing of es, tO 
the Majefty of a Scepter ; tothe Forced-payment of Tribute 
to the Hieh and Mighty Burgher ; Gb was that ZZ1gh 
and Mighty Batcher, who, .not many years ago was com- 
miſſioned by the Swiſſes, as one of their Chiefs to be God- 
Father to the French Kings Son. Now as Plato phanſi'd 
his Community, and Sir Fhemas Moor his Utopia ; {o are 
ſome of theſe big with hopes of a Rotation, thereby tore- 
aſſume their Idoliz'd Mode! of. a Commonwealth, out: of 
the ſcatter'd Gentry, inthe nature of a Houſe of Commons. 
But ſince nothing but new Experiments will ſerve ſuch 
mens Turns, I could wiſh they would find other Subjets 
to try Concluſions upon, than the Zfetes, Zives, nay , 
the very Souls of Chriſtians. You well remember I'me 
ſure, Sir, that we once ran the Zoſs of Zhoſe, and the 
Hazzard of Theſe,apon the cloudy proſpeQt of a Chimera in 
the Brains of ſome: The word Z:iberty deluded us into Pati- 
ence, and patience from 1648. 1660. brought forth not leſs 
Payments, but more Servitnde. And let them not hope to 
bring Countenance to their Cauſe, by alledging ( as they 
have once done ) that _ could never be permitted te 
to foſter up their Bebe to full perfection; for they will e- 
ver be oppoſed by all /iſe'and Zozal men, who having ex- 
rimented the Zvils of fucha Srate,will be as vigilant and 
induſtrious to keep it from getting footing among us again, 
as thoſe that are otherwiſe, can be to bring it on. Beſide 
that, you cannot have forgot, Sir, that from 1648. to 
1653, they had it from the /V»rſe, and ( had they ſtuck 
to their Pretences) might in five years time (or never) have 
ſet it upon its Feet , only they too ſoon / poor wretches ) 
found the /reets of Uſurpation. Bur then it could never 
have been of any long Contiaurnce, as maniteſtly appear'd 
B 2 from 
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from the great ſcorn and bitterneſs that the Suppor ters of 
it were reproach'd with, when. it. was diſjolu'd ; there 
was not-ſo much as one Bloody Vofe 1n the defence of that, 
Hiok and Mighty State ; all-the members of it being held 
in the-uemoſtdegree of deteftativn, as they moſt ;uſtly de- 
ſerved, And though theſe Rumpers, "its true, came twice 
into play, yet were-they only. made uſe of toſerve a 7wn, 
as being-fit'to be made a. Property of ; for ut was preſently 
found thav it was not the of their Role, bus of a fur- 
ther chanye, that inſ{pirited the People _ the Lrmy ; 
and they ( being next at hand ) had no flooner remounted | 
the empty Saddle; bur ( before they. could be. well warm 
in their. Sear.) they were:again Mnhons'd with. a Publick 
Leave, 2s appear'd by the Honefires ( That- Qecali- 
on.) that-maght have. lighted them to the Zards.end, if 
they had dar'd tobe ſeenamong them. So that it is plain 
from what has been faid, that it is not the /e»/e or. /»te- 
reſt.of a Few, that can long ſway.a Nation; for if the pub: 
lick Spirit be-averle, at the long run it willLprevail; the 
more Diſputethere is with1t, the more perverſe it grows. 
And whatever ſuch; Ezthuſizfts may dream, even when 
the Multitude have the Power, the Command yet reſts in 
a-Few: The moſt ative. Spirits lead- the Hera, and in- 
groſs rhe Place, the- Profiz, and the Sway : This, in gene- 
Tous minds, begets, Diſaain, and chat, Faction, for when 
all are equal, thouſands think themſelves as deſerving of 
Rale, as thoſe that carry it; to ſatisfie al is impoſlible., 
to pleaſe few dilpleales the Moft : The TranlaQtions of rhat 
Party from 1648. to 1660. have made-this as ſenſoble, as 
they rendred themſelves contemptivte. Ina word, the /\o- 
bility and Gentry of. England have Spirits pure, naturally 
juſt and generous, like Fire aſpiring (as a Pyramide) from 
low to high; and never-reſting till it contraQs it ſelf into 
an1nity at top: So God is One, or he were not God, nor 
could he Rule-the World z and if your Friend. likes. not 
this Prefident, bu {till contiaves to delight. in the Rule of 
Aany, 
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Many, let him begin a Pattern in his own Family, and he 
may there, poſhbly, have enough to do. 


$. 3: NOW my. hand's in, I ſhall venture to ſet one 
ſtepfurther, and refreſh your memory with a ew of our 
Condition whilſt this Free-State kept above Hater , the 
Paſt being the {ureſt Clew to direCt us in our Conjeltures 
upon £uturities. In thole days we were never free (you 
may remember) from the apprehenlions of an /»ſurred:- 
on-at Home, or an./nvaſion trom Abroad ; living in conti- 
nual Zealouſies even of our very next Verighbours. Theſe 
Fears obliged us to maintain a conſiderable Force at Zand 
and Sea, which, lying idle, corrupted, as ſtanding Hater 
ina Pool, and.every moment threatned freſh Combuſtions, 
as they were blown up this or that way by their new 17a- 
Pers, but at the beſt /like our old Lord-Daxes) they were 
moſt inſupportably burthenſom and odious to the Country, 
by their Quartering ; and to keep them as. much. in 4102 
as poſſibly. we-could, we were tain either to be perpetu- 
ally amuſing them with pretended Diſcoveries of ſome 
new feigned Plot or other, or elſe to engage them in #0- 
reign Hars. For the ſupport of this Army (now) we were 
compelled to daily Contributions, beſides great and innu- 
merable . C/toms that were exacted ; together with the 
Exciſe, (a Brat begotten in the Zow Countries, with their 
State, which makes them free indeed, but then it is in 
in. Purſe, not. in Privilege) a Tribute which no King of 
England did always demand,betore they enforc'd us to pay 
it; which being ever before look'd upon as Poyſoz, we 
then took. as Phyſick,, and for the bare,but neceſſary mer- 
tion whereof, in the Houſe of Commons, that Grand Patri- 
ot (as tney ſtiled him) Mr. Pym, wz:s by a young Spirit 
(not without great Applauſe) call'd to the Bay : Add here- 
unto the Benevolences, Sequeſtrations , five and twentiath 
parts, a Tax of fifty Subſidies at once, (though the late King 
{uffered ſo much by the demand of zwelve only) Eines and + 
x Compoſitions, . 


C14] 

Compoſitions, ſale of Kings, Biſhops , Deans and Chapters, 
and Delinquents Lands, the two parts of 6 Eras 
nay a ſhare of our very Charities to the diſtreſſed ; and 
all this over and above the ordinary and conſtant afſeſſ- 
ments that were levied. How was it all devoured by this 
Army, whoſe belly indeed was bottomleſs ? and yet what 
Arrears did we owe them juſt before the King's Return ? 
Three millions at leaſt ! Reform it we durſt not, and our 
conſtant charge to maintain it could not be le[s t!.an tws 
Millions yearly.In a word,we never uſed to be in a worſe 
condition, than when free from Rebellions, becauſe when 
the people were quiet, we had no Zards either to ſequeſter 
or to ſell. Our 7rade fell to nothing, our 7raffick was inter+ 
Tupted,our Gold walk'd beyond Sex more freely.than in our 
own Country ; and we loſt no leſs than 2000 Sail of Ships in 
two or three years time : There was no ſertlement, but 
we were every day dancing after a new #H/hiſtle ; ter Mo- 
dels we had in propoſal at one time, and every Fa#ion 
ready with Blood to aver his own way to be the beſt. By 
our known Zaws we could not be impriſon'd, but by a 
Regular proceeding in a Courſe of Fuſtice ; but under our 
free Eſtate (on the other fide) upon the moſt ſlight ſug- 
geſtions of a ſpiteful Neighbowy in Authority , we were 
preſently ſeiz'd by the —_ at Arms, with his exorbi- 
tant Fees ! No Bail, no Flabeas Corpns, no regular way of 
Fuſtice to do us right! but, after a 7welvemonths ſtay in 
Goal , if we could make good Friends, and humble our 
{elves to our potent Adver/rry, we might poſlibly be dif- 
charg'd ; but without awezds, or knowing of our Crime. 
Lo thus, while we cajoPd our ſelves with the Name of 
Freedom, we loſt the 7hing , and became free, only to be 
made the moſt deſpicable of Saves. 

By this, Sir, you ſee that the Q»«//0x in hand might be 
decided in a few words ; and only by alledging the invin- 
cible Zclination of the Engliſh to fonzrchy,as it is now e- 
ſtabliſhed : For as no man can well be wrong'd with his 

conſent x, 
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£oxfſent , {o gether is any man to be oblig'd (were there 
any ſuch thing in the cale) againſt his i, Andindeed 
how ſhould a Government , founded upon inequality and 
force, ever ſubliſt without it? Or a State that mult neceſſa- 
zily be the meer fajedtive of an Army, become a Subtan- 
tive? With as much Reaſon might I alſo objeQt matter of 
Title, becaule the /ame Eſtate, with a flaw in the convey- 
ance, or clogg'd with Satutes and Fudgments, is not ſure- 
x bay like value, as if it had been deſcended clearly from 

he great Grandfather, and were free from Claims and /n- 
þ_.. ava - But it ſhall be the next part of my buſineſs, 
with all convenient brevity , ro ſhew that the preſent e/ta- 
bliſÞ'd Government, as it excellently complies with the 
Laws, Genius, and 7ntereſt of this Nation, lo it compre- 
hengds all the Berefirs of a Commonwealth in great per- 

ON. 

To demonſtrate how it complies with our Zaws and 
Conſtitutions, let it ſuffice, That (Monarchy, in theſe Na- 
tions, being more ancient than Story or Records, more ve- 
nerable than Zraaition it ſelf) our Laws were born (as it 
were) under this Climate, habituated to this Diet and Ar, 
graited into this Stock ; and though we have (thanks be 
to God) forgotten our Norman, yet will it be very hard 
for us- to learn.Greek, much leſs Uropian, That in the late: 
Uſurper's time, our Zawyers, with one Voice, importun'd 
kim rather to aſſume the Stz/e and Power of a Xing, to 
which they found all our Zavs were ſhaped, than retain 
that of a Protefor, unknown to the Zaw : That nothing 
rendred the late 4rchitects of a Commonwealth more ob- 
noxious, than that (notwithitanding their infinite Di/cords 
in other things) they generally agreed in the zece-//ity of 
ſubverting all our Fundamental Zaws, in order to their 
Deſign :Which Conlideration {we are in Charity tobelieve): 
obliged the ſober men of all Parties,the true P.triots, (nay 
and. even the chiefeſt Pillars of the Parliaments Cauſe too) 
to unite themſelves with the Roya/ Zatereſt, as not endu- 

ring: 
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ring to hear of thoſe violent and dangerous Mterations 
«cap they plainly faw.a Repablick mult neceſ{arily intro> 

uce. | p 
For itsſuiting with our Gertzs, 'examine we (in the firſt 
place) the various Revolutions that have happened to this 
Hland; Britains, Romans, Saxons, Danes and Normans , 
or (more nearly) the changes in their Deſcents from the ds- 
reft Line to the Collateral ; or (yet nearer) the times of In- 
ſurrettion and depoſing Kings; Edward and Richard, (both 
the Seconds of the Vame) and we ſhall find XKing-ſbip ever 
to have been in faſhion. Nay, hat of King Fob» is more 
notorious, for when the People had ina ſort detbron'dhim, 
and ſworn Allegiance to Lewis of France, yet when Fobn 
died, the ſame People not only Expelled the Foreigner, but 
having got the Power into their own hands, they Crowned 
King Z0hr's Son, being then an /»fant without Intereſt or 
Aaberents: Nor will all our Chronicles afford us one ſingle 
Inſtance of any Deſizn or Fndeavonr to ereCt a Free Eſtates 


{before the late unnatural times furniſh'd the Preſident) - 


no not when Hat Zyler, or Fack Strawrevell'd it with their 
Clowns, Neither is this Genizzs ever to be chan?d; for 
refle& we (in the ſecond place) that as our Engliſh Nature 
is not like the French, ſupple to Oppreſſion, and apt to de- 
light in that Pomp and Magnificence of their Zords, which 
(they know) is ſupported with their Slavery and Hunger , 
Nor like the HZghland Scots, where the Hoxnoxr and Intereſt 
of the Chief is the Glory of the whole Cle : So doth it as 
little (or lefs) agree with the Dutch humour, addifted only 
to Traffick, Navization, Handicrafts, and fordid Thrift, 
and (in defiance of Heraldry) every man fancying his own 
Scutcheon, For does not every one amongſt us, that has 
the Vam- of a Gentleman, labour his utmoſt touphold it ? 
He that has »or, to raiſe one? To- this end, do not our 
very Zeomen commonly leave their Zandstothe Fldeft Son, 
and to the other nothing but a Fail, ora Plow? Did not 


cyery one (in the days of our late bleſſed ZZariyr) pinch 
_ himſelf 
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bimfſelf in his Condition, to purchaſe a &zight-bood or 

{ſmall Patent ? What necd further proof? You cannot but. 
remember, Sir, how that bare glimpſe and ſhadow of Mo- 
narchy under Cromwel, and his Son Dick, (though perſons 

even at the ſame time hated and ſcorn'd ; and that too up- 

on a moſt impious and ſcandalous account) was, for meer 

reſemblance ſake, admitted as zolerable,and (in reſpe of 
a Commonwealth) courted : Which clearly evinces, how 
grateful the /«b/tance mult needs be to all rrue Engliſh Spi- 

rits. 

As to our /ztereſt, briefly, (to wave tedious and politick 
Diſcourſes) there is no man, but with half aneye may fore- 
ſce that a Repeblick (were there any poſſibility of ſetling 
one) would deftroy all our preſent Peace and Eelicin, rut- 
nate our 7rade and 7raffick, involve us ina Field of Blood, 
alarm all our /Veighbours, make our beſt Ales our bitter- 
eſt Enemies, and probably draw upon us the united force 
of Chriftendow, to cruſh the Embryo ; which would be 
the utter deſfruiFion and enſlaving of this moſt free and pro- 
ſperous Nation, (could it but once be capable of a due /ex/e 
of its own Felicity) to the Tyrapnical Domination of a _F0- 
reigner., Belide, (at beſt) by what 7itle can we pretend 
to hold Scotland, and Freland, ſhould that of Deſcent be a- 
voided ; for Conſent there 15 none, nor can any be ex- 


peQted ? 


$. 5. BUT Icome now direQly to afſert, That the 
Preſent Government eminently includes all the Perfefions 
of a Free-Eſtate, and is the Kernel (as it were) of a Com- 
monvealth 1n the Shell of Monarchy. To begin with the 
Eſſential Parts of a Commonwealth : If ever there were a 
Free and Honourable Senate ( or Parliament ) under the 
Cope of Heaven it is here, where the Deputies of the whole 
Nation molt freely choſen, do with like freedom: meet, Pro- 
pound, Debate, and Vore all matters of Common /ztereſt : 


No Danger eſcapes their Repreſenting, no Grievance their 
Complaint, 
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Complaint, no Publick Right their Claim, or Good their 
demand ; in all which , the leaſt breach of Privilege is 
uſually branded with Szcrilege : And though there lyes no 
Appeal tothe diſperſed Body of the. People, (a Deciſion ma- 
nifeſtly impraQticable in Government, and fitter indeed for 
Tribunes to move, than Nations to admit) yet ( FlefFions 
being ſo poplar, and Conventions frequent) the ſame end 
is attained with much more /afety and convenience. As 
to the Executive Part of the Prince's Power , he'exerciſes 
it by Miziſters and Officers, not only ſworz , but ſeverely 
accomptable : And meas both Fe and the Zords have their 
Negatives in paſſing of Bills, and it be the Xing oy, that 
by his Royal Fiat, makes our Laws , yet no Tax being im- 
poſable but by the conſent of the Commons, nor any Law 
(without it) of ſuch validity, that the Miniſters of Fuftice 
will enforce it,thereis a wiſe and ſweet neceſſity for the King, 
and likewiſe for the Zords, to paſs all ſuch Billsas are con- 
venient for the People,and not greatly hurtful to the Prince. 
And thoſe that duly weigh the Reaſon of-rhings, do finda 
Negative in the King to be a moſt fafe preſervative of Peace 
to the People, who have as much comfort under the pro- 
teCtion of his Prerogative, as they have Benefit by their 
own Privileges ; For in truth, this Bug-bear Negative (as 
our Republicans labour-to repreſent it) is an impenetrable 
Target, to ſhelter and ſecure the Government from being 
alter'd at the /Fill of the Commons, if at any time they 
ſhould again prove faQtious. This {being in reaſo» mani- 
feſt) has alſo been confirm'd by great Experience; our 
Kings having rarely obſtruted any Bill which they might 
lafely grant ; buton the other ſide, paſs'd many High As 
of mers Grace ;, circumſcribing their Prerogative, and 
clipping its //ings, nay better Fad it been for us, if they 
had not pierc'd uts very Bowels. | 
* This is that 7r#p/e-Cord that could never yet be broken, 
though it has been Cut aſunder, This is our Gold ſeven times 
Refin'd ,, for every Bill, being thrice Read, Debated, and 
Agreed 


CG 


Agreed in Either Houſe, is at laſt brought to the Xixg for 
his Royal Aſſent , (which is the Aint of our Laws : )a 
Tryal 1o' exaCt, that ſurely no Droſs can eſcape it ; ſince 
all /ztereſts muſt thereto concur ; as truly it is but fit they 
ſhould, in the Eſtabliſhment of 7hat which muſt Bind of 
This is that 7emperament, which purges our Huwors, and 
(at once) endues us with Hes/th, Figoxr, and Beauty : No 
Vote is here precipitated ; no A huddled up ;. as by ſad 
Events, you law they formerly us'd tobe, when the Power 
was engrofled by a pretended Houſe of Commons, purg'd 
and moulded to the nterefts of a Faition ;, a Conſequence 
butNatural to ſuch Premiſes/Nothing was (there) weigh'd, 
but as in a Ballance conſiſting of one. Scale ; our Zaws 
were Manadrakes of a Nights Growth; and our 7imes as 
Fickle as the YYVeather of the Multitude. 

The Xing has the Power of making Var, but then he 
cannot well be faid to have the AZears ; fo that it does not 
amount to extraordinary much wore, than a Liberty to 
Fly ifhe can get ings. He has a Sword alſo; but Himſelf 
alone. very rarely draws it: And though he has the ſole 
right in the A2/itia, yet is he pleaſed to wear it only as 
a decent Weapon; Vouchſafing to the Nation, in a large 
Degree, the Uſe and Bex:fir of it. He chuſes his Minifters ; 


. [as who doth not his Servants?) but then they paſs through 


ſuch a 7:/4,as none but the ſoundeft /ztegrity can abide. He 
can hinder the ſtroke of Z-ftice with his Pardon,( tho' ſtill, 
the Zaws not being mezz/ea, it will Bite terribly) but then 
(on the Other {ide) the means of Relieving his /Varts reſts 
in the Commons, to Ballance his 7/1}, and induce him to 
a Correſpondence with Parliaments. 

That his Perſoz ſhould be Sacred, is moſt Veedful, to 
avoid Circulation of Accounts, Reaſonable, (ince it carries 
with it the Conſent of Nutions $ Fuſt, that he become not 
the meer Butt of Faition, and Malice, and bein a worle 
Condition than the Ba/#/t of Vaſſals, FDnourable, that the 
Nakedneſs of Government be not daily Uncover 'd, Hſe, 
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in the Conſtitution that ſo we may not ( at once ) both 77uſh, 
and Provoke, by forcing him to ſhitt for his Owa /ndemp- 
nity ; no danger to the Publick ſeeming ſo Extreme, as 
the Outlawry of a Prince ; no Task ( by daily Experience) 
ſo difficult, as the Arraigning of any Power, whether Re- 
gal or Popular : And if we make Golden Bridges for Hiying 


Enemies, much more ſhould we afford them to Relenting . 


Sovereigns, againſt whom we have no remedy but Prayers 
and Patience. Uponthis account; ia our Neighbour Aing- 
dom of France, even Princes of the Blood are not ſubjedted 
to Capital Paniſhments. Finally, very ſafe it is in the Con- 
ſequence ; for ſhould a Xing be never ſo wicked and 7y- 
ramnical, yet being (by the danger threatning his Corru 
Miniſters ) ftript of Agents, his Perſonal Impunity mig 
ſignifie ſomething to H:melf, perhaps, but nothing to the 
People. : 

A Revenue he has, for the ſupport of his State and Fa- 
mily, Ample ; for the Ordinary Protettion of his People, Suffi- 
cient ; but for any conſiderable Undertaking, Defetive x 
and for Publick Oppreſſion lo Inconſiderable, that when- Pre« 
rogative was moſt Rampant; our Greateſh Princes ( and 
fome doubtleſs we have had, the moſt Renowned HWarri- 
ours of their Are )'could never, prudently, aſpire-to make 
themſelves Abſolute. The Royal Revenue is proportioned 
to the Maintenance of Courts, not Camps, and Fleets : In 
fine, it js very Competent for Ordinary Disburſements, and 
as for Extraordinary he reſorts to Parliaments ; the Wiſer 
He, and the Happier We! Now there is nothing more De- 
»onſtrative, than that, upon Examination, we may find 
the preſent Government to be ( compared witkall the other 
Models of the Late Times) a mighty Faſe to the Pub- 
lique Charge ; we allow'd the 7yrant Cromwell no leſs then 
a conſtant Rewvexne of 1900000 /. to ſapport him in his 
Uſurpation , and yet That Sum ( beſide all his other in- 
tollerable Squeezings ) at the years end, clear'd not the Ac 
count by far. Under the Rump a great deal more was y_ 
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ly Collefted out of the Bowels of the People, to maintain 
the Lrmy ; and yet for all that we could never be at quiet, 
but were perpetually embroyl'd in. #/ars cither broad or 
at Home, by our ative Spirits, ſome to feed their Ambiti- 
on, others their Purſes : And ſuch a Spirit we read of, work- 
ing in all Free-States, Ancient and Modern. What ſhall 
we ſay. now of the ZExpences of the Zzte King, if ex- 
amin'd by This Sandard? His Revenue in Lands, Perqui- 
ſites, and Cuſtoms, exceeded not 700000 /. a year ; and yet 
by the good management gf that moſt Zhrifty and 7em- 
perate Prince, that petite Annuity furniſh'd a glorious Conrt, 
a Noble Fquipage tor the Honour of the ation, and paid 
off a conſiderable Fleet ; which never was much improved, 
afterwards, by all our vaſt Payments, when we were fo 
unfortunate as to fall intoOrhers hands. Nay and our pre- 
fent Charge is rather a Sport, than a Burthen, compared 
with their MomthlyTax. 

True it is;that while we live with 1Zen,we ſhall be ſub- 
jeA'to 7hat which is the EffeQ of their Vature, Sin; nor 
is it poſſible toreap the more Gereral Fruit of the beft 
Eſtabliſh'd Policy, unleſs we ſubmit to ſome poſſible /ncon- 
veniences. But yet Idefie your Friend, and all other Pro- 
jedtors of Common-wealths, to contrive greater Freedom for 
their Citiz2ns, than is provided by Magna Charta, and Zhe 
Petition of Right ; or ſhew that it is not much eaſier to 
Violate, thanto Mend them; for 7hereby, our Lives, Li- 
berties, and Eſtates are,under Monarchy, ſecur'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd as well (1think ) as any thing, on this ſide Hea- 
ven, can be. It is no So/eciſm to ſay, that the Subje# has 
his Priveleages, as well as the King; and no Prince ever 
attempted any Violation of them, but at the Zong Rn, 
he ſuffer'd in that point of his Prerogative that let in the 
Opportunity. Hence it is that the Rights of the People bave 
grown ſtronger and ſtronger againſt the Prince,and ſome- 
times have-hurried his Perſon to be a Sacrifice ; always, his 
Jnſtruments ; whereof few, in our Hiftory, can we read, 
that, Deſigning againſt the Zaw, have died in peace. If, 

poſlibly, 
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poſſibly, One Prince ( as King Harry ,) by his F3:h Spi» 
rit, {weep all before bim, yer his /rfart Succeſſor is fain 
to make amends for his Fathers /*olations: So that Libey- 
ty ( we ee ) isno leſs Szered, than Majeſty ; Noli me tan- 
gere being its Moro likewiſe: And in caſe of any, the 
leaſt Infringement, ( as £ſcapes in Government may hap- 
pen, even in the moſt perfe ) it is reſented as if the a- 
ron had received a Box on the Far. If it be (as they ſay) 
the Glory of a Free-State, to Zxalt , the Scandal of Zyrax- 
ny, to Embaſe our Spirits ; doubtleſs the E/tabiiſh'd Form 
is our Only Common-wealth , for all that we got by the 
Chaxze of it, was but the learning quietly to take the Baſti- 
nade, Nay, and at the very worſt that can be imagin'd, 
it is much more #afie ( were it —_— for us to diſpute 
our Rights with a ſingle Prince, and his Trembling Bens; 
than (as it was our Caſe formerly )) with a Anot of Sove- 
reigns that are backt with the Sword. | | 
We are now again able to _ iſh / which we could 
never do under their Free-#ftate, tor all the fair Promi- 
ſes they made us) the Zegi/lative, and the Miniſterial Au- 
thority : For tho? both of them are Inherent in theAing , 
yet are not both of them his own peculiar and} Per- 
lonal 47, We know that the Houſe of Commons has not 
the Power of a Court-Zeer, to give an Oath, nor of a 
Fuſtice of the Peace, to make a Mittimus : And this Di- 
ſtinition, doubtleſs, is the moſt Fital part of Freedom, 
and far more conſiderable to poor Swbjet#s, than all theſe 
mens pretended Rotations ; as, on the contrary, the abſo- 
lute Zumblins and Confounding of them, is an Accom- 
pliſhment of Servitede ; for which all Republicks, 1 tear, 
{ and our late one more eſpecially ) have more to Anſwer, 
than any Limited Sovereign can have. And certain it 1s, 
that asour Prixce, in his Perſonal Capacity, makes no Laws ; 
ſo neither does he, by himſelf, Execute or Interpret any: 
No Fudge takes notice of his ſingle Command, to juſtitic 
any Zreſpaſſ ; no not. ſo much as the breaking of a Hede' 
A Us 
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his Power is Circumſcribed by his Zuſtice ; he is (equally 
with the meaneſt of his Sebjed#s) concern'd in that Honeſt 
Maxim, IVe may do juſt ſo much, and no more, than we have 
Right zo do. And it is tolerably enough ſaid, with reipect 
to his Political Capacity, He car do no wrong, becauſe, if 
it be wroxg, he does it not it is vo#d in the 4, and pa- 
niſbable in his Azent. His Officers, as they are alike lya- 
ble, ſo, perhaps, they are more Obnoxious to [/ndiitments 
and Suits, than any other ; by how much their 7r-/p:(s 
ſeems to be of a Higher ature, and gives greater ar : 
- His Private Hill does not Countermand his Publick ; his 
Privy Seal ſtill buckles to his Great Seal, as being (ina ſenſe) 
the Nations, as well as His ; His Order ſupercedes no Pro- 
ceſs; and His D:ſpleaſure threatens no man with an hours 
Impriſoument, after the Return of Hibeas Corpus : An Un- 
der Sheriff is more Terrible,a Conftable more Sawcy, a Bay- 
lif/ more Troubleſom than He: And yet by his Gentle fu 
thoriry, by this Scabbard of Prerogative (as | in deriſfion * 
have lewdly term'd- it) which (if it //0u/d) Could ſcarce 
Oppreſs an Orphan , Tumnlts are Curb'd, Faction Mode- 
_ rated, Yſurpation foreſtall'd , Intervals Prevented, Perpe- 
 tuities Obviated, Equity Adminiſtred, Clemency Exalted, 
and the People made Happy toa degree even of Stiety and 
Hantonneſs. 

To Conclude this Point : What ſhall I add more ? The 
Ad enjoyning the Keepers of the Great Seal, under pain of 
. High Treaſon,to Summon a Triennial Parliament,of Courle, 

by Virtue of the 4#, without further HF arrant ; The At 
forbidding the Privy-Connciltointermeddle with Meum & 
Tuum ; the Law aboliſhing the Star Chamber, Hioh Com- 
miſfion, &c. Branding all paſt, and Bridling all futwre exor- 
mities : The Statutes limiting the King's Claims, the Acts 
about Quartering, of Soldiers, and Hzbeas Corps , belide 
many other principal /mmunities, wherewnh (by the E- 
ſpecial Favour of God, and the Bounty of our Prixces) we 
are Bleſſed, far beyond any of our Neionbovrs : Above all, 
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our Aſſurance (by the Goodneſs and Clemency of our preſent 
Dread Sovereign) readily to obtain ſuch further Addition 
and perfection of Liberty and Security, ( if any ſuch there 
can A ) as may conſiſt with Modeſty and Ziberty it ſelf, 
toask : Does not all this Proclaim aloud, that we arethe 
Mirrour of Governments, Envy of Monarchies, and Shame 
of Common-wealths; who cannot but bluſh to ſee them- 
ſelves ſo Eclipſed and Silenc'd, in all their Pretences to 
Freedom? And does it not more than juſtifie my Aſertion, 
that with all the Ornaments of the Nobleſt Kingdom, we 
have, likewiſe, all the Enjoyments of a Free-Eſtate. 


* &. 6. HAVING thus given you the Reaſons why T 

conceive, the Project of fixing the Model, which your 
Friend termsa Free-Eftate, here among us, would be 
Imprattiacble ; preſented you with a Proſpect of the miſ- 
chicfs and DiſtraQtions that were the Conſequents of a 
| like attempt from Forty to Sixty ; Afſerted the natural 
Print and Juclination of the Engliſh tto Monarchy, exclu- 
ſively of any ather Form of Regiment whatſoever ; Ana- 
tomiz'd the Royal Prerogative, and Sum'd up the great 
Immuaities, Bleſſings and Privileges which we do pecu- 
liarly, and above any other People or Nation in the 
known World, at this day enjoy. under the eſtabliſhed 
Government Fecleſiaftical and Civil : 1 ſhall now apply my 
ſelfdire&tly to touch upon the Second Branch of your Com- 
mands, 1 mean the Affair of the Black-Box, and the De- 
ſizn of Interrupting and Inverting the Legal Succeſſion of - 
the Crown of theſe Kingdoms. 

You would not (1 know Sir ) have impoſed a 7ros- 
ble of This nature, either upon your ſelf, or Me, had 
you been Ignorant, or Inſenfible of the Attive and Inve- 
terate Malice of ſome Turbulenr, Evi-minded Perſons 
( Profeſs'd Enemies to all Civil Rule and Order ) who per- 
ceiving the Eye of Authority, neceffitated to abate ofic 
uſual Stricktneſs over them,upon the Diſcovery of the Hel. 
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liſh Plot now in Agitation, and Deſigning not to let ſlip fo 
Eminent an Occaſion of expreſſing their Melevolence to the 
Government, and of emproving the juſt 0dium the Papifts 
at preſent lye under, into ſome degree of Repatation to 
their own Party, both at once ; have mighuly endeavour- 
ed and beſtir'd themſelves,by falſe Reports, forged Tales , 
and Diſcoveries, Invidious Mif-repreſentations of the moſt 
{olema AQts and Reſolutions of State, Virulent and Au- 
dacious Pamphlets of all Sorts, both Printed and FP rit- 
ten, and by a Thouſand other 7rizks and Jeventions, of 
the like quality, wherewith the Father of Zyes and S/an- 
ders has from time to time ſuppli'd them, to ſow Seeds 
of Diſcord and Animoſity in all Families as well publick 
as Private, raiſe Storms of Fealouſy and oo my 
Alienate the minds and AﬀeCQtions of the People from 
their Sovereign, Principle them into Difozaity, Poyſon 
them in their Aegiance, and to divide them into Par- 
tizs and Fations : And all this too under the Plauſible 
Cover of zeal againſt Popery,and Arbitrary Fncroachment<s; 
but with a Dire& ( though Covert) Aim at the Subver- 
ſion of the moſt Excellent Form of Polity by Law eftabliſht 
among us, to make way for the IntroduQion of certain Li- 
centious and Phantaſtick Z/himſies of their own.But finding 
now by Experience that from all thele undue PraCtices 
and Pretences ( how plauſible ſoever ) they could pro- 
miſe to themſelves little or no Aſſiſtance toward the com- 
paſſing- of the Treaſonous Zzas aforeſaid; and taking 
adyantage of Apprehenſions, and Bitterneſs of the AZulrz- 
tude againſt the Preſumptive Heir,upon his being, by theſe 
Tncendiaries, repreſented as a Principal in the Conſpira- 
cy ; They, laying their Heads together again, reſolv'd 
to change their Battery ; and wholly apply themlelves to 
the Altering of the Legal Succeſſion of the Crown : Thus 
providently Computing upon it, that could they but once 
ofan Hereditary turn This into an Fl-&tve Kinoaom, and 
get a Prince of the Peoples Chuſing, *rwas but picking a 

D Quarrel 
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Quarrel with him, (and what's more cafie than to find a 
Hole in another mans Coat? ) Dethroning him, and then 
their ork were done, their Moadz! would fall in of 
Courſe. To this end now, with dark Hints, and- ſecret 
wh aps they bore their Credulons Proſelites in hand , 
as ifthe K. had Z-gitimate /ſſue : Not intending yet, that 
this Report ſhould forthwith become Publick; but to 
keep it in Reſerve till-they might gain their Point by't, 


and then blow'it down again with the ſame facility as. 


they had raiſed it. . But the #/am Squaring ſo exaQly 
with the then Predominant Humour of the Rabble, not 
only went down without Chewing, but alſo ſpred it ſelf 


{o much _—_ expectation, that the Authors of it ſoon. 


found themſelves obliged to gratifie the Curioſity of ſome 
prying men of the Fat#ioz with the Grounds and Reaſons 
of this their Belief, They had their Story at their Fingers- 
ends; Suggeſted a Marriage (or Contrat at leaſt) be 
tween. the K. and Mrs. //. while Beyond-Sea, and that 
the late. B. of D. had Conligned a writing ( ina Black- 
Box ) into the Cuſtody of-Sir G. G. that had been pro- 
duced before ſeveral Perſons, and imported as much as 
all 74iscame to, This impudent Pretext met with-Cre- 
dit from ſuchas were prepared to entertain what they ſo 
carneſtly deſired ſhould be true; and paſſing from an etfe&t 
of meer Spight in ſome few, to a Subjeof Looſe and Idle 
Diſcourſe 1n a great many, at length- reacht the Court : So 
that Authority ( though knowing full well that it was 
Impoſſble that any thing of 7h:s ſhould be real, yet) 
Searching. with much Strictneſs of enquiry into the 
matter, Pon detected the whole to be a moſt Yillanows 
Impoſture ;, to the great Satisfattion of all honeſt and 
Peaceable men,and no leſs Confuſion of ſuch as had ſuffer- 
ed themſelves ſocafily to be Impoſed upon. The Principals, 
in the mean time, growing Deſperate, upon ſeeing that 
not only their wicked Intents were thus diſcovered and de- 
feated, but aiſp that their Credits, Feſb and —_ at 

Stake ; 
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ſtake ; their Familiar help'd them out at this d:ed 75h, 
and prompted. to the repreſenting the Buſinels to the Mul- 
tirude, as a Coantrivance af the Paprfts , (who (belicve 
me) have faults enough oftheir ava to aoſer for, without 
ſtanding accountable for thoſe of other peopte) to diſcre- 

dit a juſt Claim. | 
Now they were too crafty, not to foreſee that ſuch an 
undertaking were to give themſelves the Lye, in the face 
of the Sun ; and not to be ſet upon, but by, firſt, tram- 
pling under foot all Senſe and Obligations of Zruth, Corr 
ſcience, Honour, common Shame, and Allegiance ; but to 
luch Proficients in /Vickedneſs, thele Conliderations were. 
rather an, Zzcouragement than a Diſſwaſve ;, ſo that they 
took the 7ask in hand, and performed it (under the No- 
tion of 4 Letter to a Perſon of Honour, concerning th2 af- 
fairs of the Black Box.) to the horror and aſtoniſhment of 
Chriſtianity, nay of Humane Nature it ſelf. For, purſuing 
the Subject of their late Appeal from the Country to the City, 
(though improving and 'upplying it with freſh additions 
of twenty times lewder 7exets than the former) they in- 
ſerted little leſs than downright Zreaſor into five of the 
ſeven Printed Pages, in which that pretended Z-tter is 
contained ; and (tuff every Paragreph of it with all the 
Falſhood, Sedition, Slander, Infolence, Contumely, and 
DetraCtion, imaginable : Only in this they have overſhor 
themſelves, that they have daub'd on the Colours ſo abo- 
minably Zhict and Unskilfully , and Reaſor'd after fo ex- 
travagant a manner, (every ſubſequent Period of it being 
a ſort of Confutation of the Precedent) that there is no 
great danger of any ſober mans being ſeduced into a 
favourable Opinion of fo palpable a Cheat. They affert a 
Coordination of Government, cry up the Sovereizn Power 
of the People, inliguate the Anz to be accountable to his 
Subjects , repreſent him capable of Self Depoſition, ſpeak 
contemptuouſly of his Sacred Perſoz, bring him into the 
Plot againſt his own Zife, Libel the Privy Conncil, at- 
2 taint 
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LL taint the Blood Royal, (a even in the face 
ind rol.64. of br. Of the moſt ſokema Fvidence to the con- 
Oates's Narrativeof 5 and about their P on (upon 
—_—_ _— all Conditions and Qualities) at {0 horrid a 
rate, thatitisenough to make a man zrem- 

ble, the very Thought of it: Inſomuch, that did but that 
1lluftrious Perſon, of whom, witha Brazor'd Front, they 
preſume to make a Sale, for the better paſſing off their 
Filliny, know where, or what they are, he has too great a 
ſenfe of Honour, Duty, and Filiat Tenderneſs, not to be 
the Firft, that ſhould hurry them into a Court of Fuftice. 
For as he has too much Courage to be frightned out 
of any thing that is his Due ; ſo has he too much Zuſtice 
alſo, to invade rhe Property of another : And fince the 
King's Declaration (which by this time poſſibly may have 
come to your Hand, and which is ſince paſt intoa Record) 
bas fully determined - the Right of Succeſſion, it is the 
Duty ot every good Chriſtian and Subjet? to reſt fatishied, 


and tay aſide all Contraflations upon that point. Now there * 


is /mptety in the bare — of EreQing a crackt 7 tle ; 
beſide that in all probability we ſhould find ſuch a Remedy 
worſe than the D#feaſe it ſelf: For thus, a Perſonal Quarre/ 
would be fer afoot, and at the /ong run the Spirits of this 
Generous People beyond meafure Diſguſted, in that they 
muſt, the, be ſubjetted to their Fquatz who, to retain his 
H/urpation, will be forc'd to Repeat and Accumulate thoſe 
ph whereof we had moſt woful experience under 
the Old Proteftor : Otherwiſe, he will ſoon be made the 
Object of our Contemp?, (as was CromweÞs Son, with his 
Eaſie and Gentle way of Atting) and his Name be uſed 
only as a Cloak to cover the Avarice and Fxorbitances of a 
Ravenous Fattion. Neither, in truth, could this Projed? 
prevent a Relapſe into our former Ca/zmities, becauſe our 
Fears (in that caſe) will ever be great and continual, and, 
conſequently , our Charge proportionable. To be brief, 
all the Zvils and Miferies that were brought upon us by 

the 
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29 
the Army, the Rump, and all the other Hrchites of our 
Slavery in the late Times, will certainly be found 7olers. 
ble, compared with the Genuine Efetts of lo Deſperate 


-and Unwarrantable a Proceeding. 


$. 7. TO this Probable Account of the Buſineſs of the 
Black-Box,andRepreſentation of the milchievousCon/equen- 
ces of any attempt to Ere& a Cracks 7ztle, or Interrupt the 
rue Succeſſion of rhe Crown, muſt ( you ſay ) be ſubjoyn- 
cd, an enquiry into the principal Colours and Art ifices,that 
theſe Zroublers of our /ſracl make uſe of, to palliate and 
conceal from the Dim-ſighted Mobile , the Poyſon and 
Difloyalty of their more ſecret Projes aud Machinations. 
And truly / not knowing into wine hands theſe Papers 
may fall ) I ſhall not grutch my Pains in this particular , 
For although, as /landers we cannot hop2 to be clear of 
all TinEture of levity ; though we are ſo ingenious art 
ſtarting Fears and Zealozſres ( being moſt Obſtinately Te- 
nacious of our Ziberties ) as ſometimes to deprive our 
ſelves of the Fruition of the Preſent felicities, through too 
cager and Penſive, a Sollicitation for the Future ; and {o 
prone to be Over-heated upon the queſtion of Religion, as 
to be ſcarce Capable of avoiding a Hz, without being 
violently hurri'd upon the other Extreme of Miſ-carrying 
in a Charybdis : Yet are we again generally ſo Zuſt, /oya!, 
Conſcientions,Sincere, and Reſolute a People, asto fall upon 
Tearing any man in pieces (even though he had before,in 
his Diſzuiſe,taken advantage of our Credulicy) that ſhould 
preſume in diret# Terms, to recommend the Changing 
of the Zftabliſht Government, for any other Model ot Po- 
licy whatſoever. And indeed 7Þis is a 7ruth too Notori- 
ous, ever to be put to the Zrya/. But yet lo Houd-winkt 
at this time, is our Ree/ox; that the very Umbrare of the 
Preſumptrve Heirs being of the Red-Letrer-Stamp, 15 of 
it ſelf, (without any other Heights ) found Sufficient to 
create in us a firm Zelief, that Popery, and Zyranny ( the 
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old Sta/es, ) are breaking in upon us like a Delape. So 
that with producing Argaments, to Moderate our Appre- 
henſions 2s to the One; to prove the almoſt /mpofſibility 
of Effefting the Orher, were there never fo great a 
Diſpoſition that way ; and with an Offer at an £xpe- 
dient of my own, in reference tothe Security of our Re/:- 
gion, and Freedoms , I ſhall put a Period to this T'edious 
Scrible. 

No man ismore willing than my ſelf, to grant that the 
Popi(h Religion 1s little better than a Compound of meer S- 
culxr Intereſt, Hypocriſi-, and —_— 797; and that the ve- 
Ty Saas of the Feſ«its do inſpirit and- Prompt them 
to the acting of Outragious Yiolexces,upon the Perſons of 
thoſe that enjoy a greater Z:9ht and Purity of the Goſpel, 
than themſelves. But yet I muſt averr (on the other 
hand) that, Since, through the peculiar Mercy and-Pro- 
vidence of God, and the Indefatigable Induſtry and Vigji- 
lance of Auhority; all their Machinations have hitherto 
been defeated, and their Conſpiracies againſt Church and 
State rendred Abortive ; it will become us both as fer 
and Chriſtians, to temper our Paſſions, and to reſt ſatis- 
fied with the fingular Care and Concery, that the Govern- 
ment vouchſafes continually to expreſs both for our pre- 
ſent and future ſafety and preſervation,in all ReſpeQts. all 
well I know, that nothing.is of greater Concerament than 
the Security of that Re/ig40m, which, by the Blood of fo 
many bleſſed and Glorious Martyrs, has { by Gods imme- 
diate bleſſing) been ſo firmly Eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. Bur 
then we are to take ſpecial heed too that we lend not over 
ealie an Fay to ſuch as cry up Religion,and defign Faition; 
as cry out Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts,when they intend on- 
ly Self Intereſt , to keep up a party ; an _— way, Or 
to be the /pſe dixit of a Conmty: Religion has not at all 
profper'd by undue practices toadvance it. Tis Meek- 
eſs, Patience, Humility,and other the Graces of the Spr- 
rit, that Convince and Convert ;. when Rigidnefs, Cenſur- 
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ng and the Sword Inflame and Harden, Has not Gods po- 
wer, or truth, Evidence toſecure it ſelf? Let but the Go/- 
pel have Free-paſſage, and it will make its own way : For 
all true Proteſtants do unanimouſly diſown the Promoti- 
on of it by the Sword, as totally Unchriſtian, and bequeath 
it to the Pope, and the Zark. Was not, now, the main- 
tenance of our Fundamental Laws the pretence of our late 
Quarrel? Found we not the Spirit of the Nation rouz'd 
up, upon the ſound of a 7rumpet ?  Popery, was it not de* 
cry'd, and: Religion, Proteſtant Religion, judg'd to be 1n 
danger ? Were wenot call'd out to the Batte/,zupon the ac- 
count of Zeal , with Curſe ye Meroz? And yet under our 
Free-Eftate ( asthey termed it ) our Religion ( ſo much 
of it eſpecially as could be call'd Proteftant)  turn'd 
into Hantonneſs , and our Diviſions became ſo great, 
that we durſt not ex-/perate, by advancing that do! of 
the Presbyters, Diſcipline, nor indeed conld we, if we durſt ; 
for the moſt a&#ive of our Statiſts, If they had any Rec- 
ligion at all *twas that of the Seary, which they own'd 
as the main . Supporter of their 1Zode/, whoſe /ntereſt it 
was to give Zicentiouſneſs to all. As for Laws, thoſe which 
we ador'd for Excellency and Antiquity, they were ( by. 
them ) of neceſlity alter'd, in our Freedoms of Per/oz and 
Eſtate, wherein true Ziberty is principally concern'd : For 
when the Houſe of Commons ( or rather the Rump of it 
had engroſs'd the Soveraion Power ; they both: /mpoſed 
Taxes, and Zevyd them, by vertne of a trifling Ordinance, 
which could never be done before, but by an Act of Par- 
liament, ſolemnly and regularly paſs'd by the xg and 
the Three Eftates: And having of 7ribunes of the people, 
(asit were ) and their Bu/vark againſt High Payments, 
and. Zypreſſures, demanded by the &Xizg, advanc'd them- 
ſelves into the degree of Princes; they took upon rhem 
to aſſeſſand impreſſus atplealure ; and we might complain 
as long as we would of the Reitersred Burthen , but there 
was no remedy but Patience ; becauſe no Appeal left us, 
themſelves being both Parties and Zudzes, 
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I could heartily wiſh there werg at preſent no more rea- 
ſon ro be apprehenſive of Popery, than there was in thoſe 
days : But yer, let his R. H's. perſvafion be what it will, 
this Pm ſure of, that Dr. Oates has depoſed upon Oath, 
that the Feſits were ſo far from ſaving or adting indiffe- 
rently, as to his perſon, that in their Hl Plot, they had 
mark d him out alſo for S/aughter, with his moſt Royal, 
moſt Proteſtant Brother. Now the late Margueſs of 4+. 
ere was wont to lay it down as a Principle in Policy, that 
it was the Charatter of a wiſe man , not to let the World 
know what Religion he was of : But (for my own part) Ican- 
not in Charity but hope the beſt (as to Chriſtian tenderneſs 
and moderation in Religious concernments) of a Perſon, 
that has been ſo Zeitnr'd and Zutor'd by our late Glorious 
Martyr, (as well as by Experience) into a Yeneration for, 
and a perſeverance in that Pure, Reformed Religion ;, the 
Principles of which he ſuck'd in with his very Mk, and 
ia Defence of which his ever bleſſed Zather laid down his 
moſt precious Life upon a Scaffeld, You may .read 
his words thus. * 1 do require you, (addreſſing to his pre- 
© [ent Majeſty) as your Fath:r, and your Xing, that you ne- 
* ver ſuffer your Heart to receive the lealt Check againſt, or 
© Diſaffettion from the 7r:e Religion eft abliſh'd in the Church 
©;f England : I tell you I have tryed it, and after much 
* Search,and many Diſputes, have concluded it to be the beft 
*in the World, not only in the jg as Chriſtian, 
* but alſo in the ſpecial Notion, as Reformea ; keeping the 
* middle way between the pomp of Superſtitions Tyranny, and 
* the meanneſs of Phantaſtick Azarchy, &c. To this ſence, 
ſpake he, when he had no more to ſpeak. 

Asto the apprehenſions of 75ra»ny, I hope (by what 1 
have already delivered in the Body of this Diſcourſe) it ap- 
pears;that there is leſs ground to fear it, than many people 
might before imagine ; for that it is next to an /mpoſſib:lity 
to introduce it. And upon probable grounds, I perſwads 
my ſelf,that ſhould the Duke ever have the occ«ſion offer'd, 

yet 
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yet would he be wiſer than to make tryal of the Zxperi- 
rwerh Fnowing © well as he mult needs do, that ſhould 
thit Zooliſh Liberties be violated in the example bur of any 
one ſingle Perſon, all the tyes of Conſcience and Allegi- 
ance would hardly be ſufficient to reſtrain the Nation from 
holding it ſelf concern'd upon: that account, and appre- 
hend it ſelf ready for the Fwters; whereby , what with 
Fear, what with Hate, ſuch a-ſtorm would be rais'd, as 
moghes ſhake- the ſureſt Foundations of the Government ; 
and fo very much has Aſajeity already fuffer'd by the Fary 
of the People, that it has noreaſon tobe over earneft upon 
a freſh encounter of it. 

*_ But "tis farther Obje#ed (it ſeems) that there is a Z5n- 
difive and inplacable Spirit inthe Caſe. Now this ismoſt 
manifeſt (indeed) that there have been provocations to 
the height; but ſhall we therefore continue to provoke, be- 
Fay we have began ? 'Tis a _ ( _s — that he that 
wrong, zever forgives, e that has wrong, may, 
The Intereſt of Revenge is paſſionate, but the Inrereſt of 
Profit aviles from 2 paſſion that prevails more ;' and he is 
very weak, that antepoles Rumour and win Paſſion, when 
it ſtands in Competition with his Safety. . Toſpeak home, 
Intereſt xules the whole World, and Princes (as'orhers) do 
more intend the eſtabliſhing of their owns Grear#eſs, than 
a petty Revenge that may hazard it : But for this ſearchiwe . 
the Experiences of paſt Ages. Henry the Great of France, 
was fo far from puniſhing any of the holy Zeague, thar la- 
bour'd, by all means paſlible, to keep him from his Rizhr, 
and to mwreher. him, that (on the contrary) he imployed: 
thoſe very Perſons that had beeri his mizz» Oppoſites, in his 
Armies, 10 his Offices, and in his Councils, And what ſhall 
we ſay of King Fames, who ſent Meſſages, made /o5wvs, 
rhenaced Revenge, andallto prevent that fatal trot? from 
falling upon his Morher,(the Queer of Sots) under Queen 
#liz.. but to no effeA. Obſerve the Iffue now: Shortly 
Q.,#liz. dics, and thoſe very —_ that acted perſonally 
|} + Oh 
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ina the Mothers Death, were the moſt forward to court the 
Son to the Crowe , and he became eſtabliſhed with att 
Prerogatives incident to the Engliſh Scepter. What? ARs 
he in the way of Revenge ? No z he, like a wife Prince, 
feeling the warmth offo rich a Climate, generouſly pardons 
the injury of his Mother, and we read not of ſo much as 
one of thoſe Vobles, or their /ſſne, that ſuffer'd Diminuti- 
on by any Reſentment, upon that account. His wiſe Fa- 
ther alſo, that had been beaten into\the knowledge of the 
Engliſh Spirit, writes thus: *-Let no Paſſion (my Son) be- 
* tray you to any ſtudy of Revenge . n thoſe whole own 
© Sin and Folly will ſufficiently puniſh them in: due time * 
* Be confident that” moſt of all Sides that have done Amiſe, 
have done ſo, not out of alice, but Miſ-information, or 
* Miſ apprehenſion of Things. None will be more re 
*to Me or Zen, than thoſe Subjets, who, ſenfible of Their 
* Frrors, and Our Jnjuries, will feel, in their own Souls, 
* moſt vehement motions to Repent ance, and earneft deſir 

£ to make ſome Reparations for their former Defects, 5. 
The like ſaid he at his /aff hovr. But why do we Doub or 
Diftruſt? May we not have a Proteſtant Parliament upon 
all Exigencies? Have we not a Proteſtant Council, a Prote- 


ftant Militia, a Proteſtant Clergy, and a Proteſtant People ? 
what (in realon) can we deſire more, toward-our future 


lecurity ? 


$. 8. YOU will not expe& from me (I'm ſure) thatT. 


ſhauld fo acquit my ſelf of every Obje#ion, as to leave all 
- mea ſatisfied, eſpecially ſuch as carry a Byaſs of Prefermept, 
Profit, or Fat#ion: Men that have in deſign Fxorbitances 
of Power, or Health, will hardly, with Arguments, be re- 
claimed: And ſome there are (I know) that have ſolong 
poſſeſſed their Heads with frong Notions, that they are 
not capable to take in Reaſon, againſt them ; and there- 
upon, run on Fraxtick in Error, till there be a Rotation in 
their Brains : Such there are,who with Confidence,ſo often 

have 
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have told -a Zye, that, at length, themſelves come to be- 
lieve it to be aZ7«4h : But we ſhall be too wiſe (1 hope, 
ſhould ever that day come) to prefer the Zztereſt or //:1- 
neſs of a Few; to the Safety and Helfare of the HVhole. 
I ſhall not deny, yet, that it is eaſier to demonſtrate. what 
may be Evil, than poſitively to aſſert what will be Good : 
but however comparing 7imes with 7hings, (as is above 
repreſented) I doubt not to Evidence, that to keep where 
we are, and to be contented with our Zot, is a Courle much 
rather to be embrac'd, as that which, in great probability 


may be Good; than, by puſhing at /ncertainties, to pull 


down moſt lamentable —_— and Deſo/ations upon our 
own Heads, which of neceſſity muſt be Zvi. TItherefore 
ever was, and ſtill am of opinion, that it is both our x- 


"tereſt and our Dwty to embrace, with Open Arms, the late, 


ample, generous Offers of his molt Gracious Majeſty , in 
order to Proviſions for our future Security , in point of 
Freedom and Religion : As for the Reſt, let us but have 
our Good Old Zaws duly put in Execution ; and then (by 
Gods affiftance) we ſhall be in a Capacity to defie the Pope, 
the Devil, and all their Yorks, come what will come. 


- $.9-Thus;Sir,have Irun through the ſeveral Heads that 
you were pleaſed to propound : And if, by what I have 
written, I beſo fortunateasto make your Friend a Convert, 
*twill be an infinite ſatisfaQtion to me ; becauſe, thereby I 
may hope to /avea Soul; bur, at the worſt, I may ſay with 
the Text, that 7 ſhall hide « multitude of Sins, Now ſhould 
I frame twenty Excs/es to you for the Length, the Ine- 
quality, the Inſufficiency, nay, and for the Boldneſs and 
Preſumption of this Diſcourle ; but 1 have neither Will 
nor Leiſure to 7rifle at fuch a-rate : Iam conſcious to my 
ſelf (no man more) of my great want of Abilities, requt- 
ſite for an 1{ndertaking of ſuch Weight and Importance ; 
only I was reſoly'd to let you ſee, that no Conſiderations 
whatſoever were of force (with me) to withſtand the Au- 
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thority of your Commend. I have unboſom'd my ſelf tq 
you, Sir, (under the proteQiion of a Private Letter with 
all the-Frankneſs and Sophcey unagpaadle ; not donbting 
but you will make ſuch it, as {hall not redound. x2 
the Diſadvantage of. | 


Tour moſt Obedient Servant, 
6h ” 
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